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(1) A] ¥ 51:1-4; 143:2; 83A A 2:1-2.
(2) vl B3 6:14-15; A]H 51:5-7; o Hl&A 1:7.

Question 126. What is the fifth petition?

Answer:

“And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;” that is, be
pleased, for the sake of Christ’s blood, not to impute to us miserable
sinners our manifold transgressions, nor the evil which always clings
to us;(") as we also find this witness of Your grace in us, that it is our
full purpose heartily to forgive our neighbor.?

Bible References:
(1) Psalm 51:1-4; 143:2; 1John 2:1-2.
(2) Matthew 6:14-15; Psalm 51:5-7; Ephesians 1:7.
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(1. When we the creatures of YAHWEH in His love fail to pay God in
perfect LOVE and OBEDIENCE to His Law, we commit sins and our sins are
called debts to God. Thus, we are indebted to His love towards us. When
we fail to pay God our debts in perfect LOVE and OBEDIENCE, we MUST
PAY HIM the Penalty of our Sins -Debts- in terms of GOD’s required
Punishment. Thus, when we commit sin against God, we owe Him two
things: the Perfect Love and Obedience to His Law; and the Penalty for
our sins, God-required Punishment.

2. Can such Debts to the infinitely righteous God be paid by ourselves,
the finite sinners? The answer is definitely “No!” So, the gracious God
provided His Son for us that He might pay God our debts, the Perfect
Love and Obedience, and the Penalty of our Sins-Debts, God required
punishment. Only after such payments for our debts -Sins, God would
forgive us all our debts -Sins.

3. What sins are freely forgiven? All our transgressions and corrupt nature
are freely forgiven for the sake of the shed blood of Jesus Christ on the
Tree, the Cross.

4. If we do not confess our sins, certainly God will not forgive our sins.
God first rebukes us for our sins, and after our repentance, He would
forgive us our sins. Likewise, when we are wronged, we must confront or
rebuke the neighbor in a loving fashion and spirit. If we fail to inform our
offenders of their offenses, we have no right to expect them to ask our
forgiveness, Luke 17:3-4, | John 1:9)



